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in the French ministry will repair what the divisions in our own undo.
The answer from the Court of France to Mr. Thomson on the subject of the boy8 is most arrogant: ' that when we have given them satisfaction for the many complaints which they have made on our infraction of treaties, then they will think of giving us des edairdssements.'
We have no authentic account yet from Matthews: the most credited is a letter from Marseilles to a Jew, which says it was the most bloody battle ever fought; that it lasted three days; that the two first we had the worst, and the third, by a lucky gale, totally defeated them. Sir Charles Wager always said, ' that if a sea-fight lasted three days, he was sure the English suffered the most for the two first, for no other nation would stand beating for two days together.'
Adieu! my dear child. I have told you every circumstance I know : I hope you receive my letters; I hope their accounts will grow more favourable. I never found my spirits so high, for they never were so provoked. Hope the best, and believe that, as long as I am, I shall always be
Yours sincerely.
P.S. My dear Chutes, I hope you will still return to your own England.
144   To HORACE MANN.
March 5th, 1744, 8 at night.
I HAVE but time to write you a minute-line, but it will be a comfortable one. There is just come advice, that the great storm on the 25th of last month, the very day the embarkation was to have sailed from Dunkirk, destroyed twelve of their transports, and obliged the whole number of troops, which were fifteen thousand, to debark. You may 8 Prince Charles Edward.